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By Joseph Farah

In this presidential election year, many Americans are wondering how to vote – or even if
they should vote.
Into this quandary enters a new book by David Klinghoffer of the Discovery Institute
with the audacious title "How Would God Vote: Why the Bible Commands You to Be a
Conservative."
My reaction? Color me skeptical.
After reviewing what the Bible says about some of the major issues of the day,
Klinghoffer concludes:
•

abortion is OK before the 40th day of pregnancy;

•

paying reparations to African-Americans for the slavery experienced by some of
their ancestors should not be ruled out;

•

there is no natural, God-given right to bear arms for the purpose of self-defense;

•

God would support President Bush's attempts at "comprehensive immigration
reform," including a form of amnesty for illegal aliens;
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If that is a "conservative" agenda, I'm glad I am not a "conservative" but rather an
independent-minded American faithful to the U.S. Constitution and guided by his own
understanding of God's Word.
Here's how I believe God would have us vote on these issues – and why:
•

Abortion: There are many familiar passages of Scripture that have been used to
show that killing unborn children, the most innocent of life, is not God's way:
Psalm 94:21, Ecclesiastes 11:5, Isaiah 59:7, Genesis 42:22, Proverbs 28:13,
Deuteronomy 21:9, Psalm 139:13-16 and Luke 1:41-47 to name a few. But to
make this simple, every time the Bible refers to a pregnant woman, it says she is
"with child." We don't talk like that any more in our 21st century American
culture because we don't want to acknowledge the child until the day it is born – if
it is allowed to be born. But check out how often the Bible refers to women "with
child": Genesis 16:4, Genesis 19:36, Genesis 38:24, Exodus 21:22, 1 Samuel
4:19, 2 Samuel 11:5, 2 Kings 8:12, Isaiah 26:17, Mathew 1:18, Mathew 1:23,
Luke 2:5, 1 Thessalonians 5:3 and Revelation 12:2.

•

Reparations for racial injustice: Unlike Klinghoffer, I don't see any biblical
evidence to suggest forcibly redistributing wealth for the purpose of rectifying
past racial injustices is moral. None, zip, zilch, nada. In fact, I see the Bible as the
very foundation for the systems of free enterprise and private property and low
taxes. Forcible redistribution of wealth by government is just a legalized form of
theft – something the Bible condemns unequivocally as sin. This is not to
minimize the sin of kidnapping Africans at gunpoint, transporting them thousands
of miles in slave ships, separating family members and selling these human
beings in the marketplace. But slavery has been illegal in America for 143 years.
Klinghoffer, for his part, suggests we should be more race-conscious because the
Bible is. For me the spirit of the Bible on this issue for our times is summed up in
Galatians 3:28-29: "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free,
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be
Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise."

•

Arms and self-defense: The Bible couldn't be much clearer on this issue. The
Israelites were expected to have their own personal weapons. Every man would
be summoned to arms when the nation confronted an enemy. They didn't send in
the Marines. The people defended themselves. In 1 Samuel 25:13, we read: "And
David said unto his men, Gird ye on every man his sword. And they girded on
every man his sword; and David also girded on his sword: and there went up after
David about four hundred men; and two hundred abode by the stuff." Every man
had a sword and every man picked it up when it was required.
Judges 5:8 reminds us of what happens to a foolish nation that chooses to disarm:
"They chose new gods; then was war in the gates: was there a shield or spear seen
among forty thousand in Israel?" The answer to the rhetorical question is clear:
No. The people had rebelled against God and put away their weapons of selfdefense.
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"Blessed be the LORD my strength which teacheth my hands to war, and my
fingers to fight," David writes in Psalms 144:1. Clearly, this is not a pacifist God
we serve. It's God who teaches our hands to war and our fingers to fight. Over and
over again throughout the Old Testament, His people are commanded to fight
with the best weapons available to them at that time. And what were those
weapons? Swords. They didn't have firearms, but they had sidearms. In fact, in
the New Testament, Jesus commanded His disciples to buy them and strap them
on. Luke 22:36: "Then said he unto them, But now, he that hath a purse, let him
take it, and likewise his scrip: and he that hath no sword, let him sell his garment,
and buy one." Some skeptics will cite Matthew 26:52-54 – how Jesus responded
when Peter used his sword to cut off the ear of a servant of the high priest: "Then
said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they that take
the sword shall perish with the sword. Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my
Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels? But
how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?" Read those verses
in context and they support my position. Jesus told Peter he would be committing
suicide to choose a fight in this situation – as well as undermining God's plan to
allow Jesus' death on the cross and resurrection. Jesus told Peter to put his sword
in its place – at his side. He didn't say throw it away. After all, He had just
ordered the disciples to arm themselves. The reason for the arms was obviously to
protect the lives of the disciples, not the life of the Son of God. What Jesus was
saying was: "Peter, this is not the right time for a fight."
WND published the best book on this subject, "Shooting Back: The Right and
Duty of Self-Defense" as well as a DVD documentary on the topic of the same
name. I highly recommend both if you want more clarification.
•

Illegal immigration and border security: I have put together a series of Bible
studies on this issue. I would recommend you read them in their entirety. But, in
short, God created the nations. And He doesn't think much of people who try to
obliterate borders and tamper with His creation.

I don't claim God is a Republican or Democrat. I'm sure He's not a liberal, but I doubt He
would consider Himself a conservative – especially the way that term has been abused.
And, perhaps, with the notable exceptions of George W. Bush and John McCain, no one
has abused it quite as badly as Klinghoffer.

Related special offers:
"Conservatives Betrayed: How George W. Bush and Other Big Government Republicans
Hijacked the Conservative Cause"
"Shooting Back: The Right and Duty of Self Defense""Shooting Back" – the DVD
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