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Letter to the Editor submitted by Tom Smith II, Raritan Twp.  to the HC Democrat, but not published. 

It is irresponsible and a disgrace for any school board member (Flemington-Raritan School Board or 
Hunterdon Central High School Board) to be promoting “Common Core”. 

What is “Common Core”?  Common Core (a continuation of “No Child Left Behind” on steroids) is a K-12 
set of national education standards for English language arts and mathematics classes that was developed by 
Achieve Inc. and promoted through the Council of Chief State School Officials and the National Governors 
Association. Both are private Washington, DC based trade organizations.  When states signed up for 
Common Core through programs such as “Race to the Top” in 2009 and 2010, the standards were not yet 
written. In other words, the states never saw the standards. 

What will “Common Core” do to our English and Math standards? The English Language Arts (ELA) 
standards is intended to remove great American and British literary works such as Mark Twain, John 
Bunyan, William Shakespeare, Charles Dickens, etc.  It will be replaced by simple brochures, government 
propaganda pamphlets such as Global Warming, restaurant menus and so on.  Forget about expanding 
children’s vocabulary and writing skills. Cursive writing has also been targeted; however, the schools can 
still teach cursive writing, but Robert Hunter School is not teaching cursive writing. The teachers blame this 
on Common Core, which is taking a lot of time out of their schedule. 

The Common Core math standards likewise will be dumbed down. Most students will not be prepared for 
any college level mathematics, especially an engineering program.  For example, one school teacher under 
Common Core wanted the student to solve “530 – 270 = ?”  in the following manner: First, add 30 to both 
numbers, changing the problem to “560 – 300 = ?” These numbers are the “friendly” numbers, because they 
are supposedly easier to work with.  The old-fashion method works better. Just subtract “530 – 270 = 260”. 
This will also affect SAT and ACT scores because the tests have to be aligned with Common Core 
Standards.   

Common Core also has a social agenda.  Students will be taught kissing and hugging is the same as every 
other deviate sex acts. There is a sameness to “all” sex. There is no such thing as normal sex in the Common 
Core curriculum and pornography should not be looked down upon. Yes, this will be taught to our young 
children–a disgrace. (See Common Core: Dangers and Threats < http://www.jbs.org/home/common-core-
dangers-and-threats >; a video presented on 05/16/14.) 

It is unfortunate that the school boards are filled with individuals that promote Common Core and allow the 
Superintendent and Administrator to have complete control over the school. The Superintendent of 
Hunterdon Central High School was given a $25k bonus to change the current scheduling to an A/B block 
scheduling (students cannot double up or take Algebra I and II in the same year) last year for the PARCC 
test. The PARCC test is part of Common Core, but the school board did not have to adopt the test.  
Shameful.  This is why I am running for Flemington-Raritan School Board. 



 

 

 

Election Date: Tuesday, November 3, 2015  

Note: The Hunterdon County Democrat did publish a Letter to the Editor by Tom 
Smith II entitled Flemington‐Raritan School Board Behaved Badly on 09/29/15. 
However, websites and the name of the organizations were censored. 

The Article Flemington‐Raritan School Board behaved badly is located at: 
<http://www.nj.com/hunterdon/index.ssf/2015/09/flemington‐
raritan_school_board_behaved_badly_lett.html>.     

Website Links and names censored by Hunterdon County Democrat: 

1. National Vaccine Center < http://www.nvic.org/Vaccine‐Laws/state‐
vaccine‐requirements.aspx>  

2.  ADHD/No to Ritalin <http://www.njiat.com/adhd.html >    

Many teachers, especially at Hunterdon Central High School, are against 
Common Core and the PARCC test. See NJIAT’s High School Students tab for 
further information located at <http://www.njiat.com/high‐school.html>.  

It seems that the only Raritan Twp. candidate addressing the real issues is Tom 
Smith II. The Flemington‐Raritan Regional School District’s budget is around $60 
million and is the highest amount on your tax bill. 

 


